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Examining the essence of the
Meiji era in Duke Matsukata’s Villa

Duke Matsukata’s Villa stands quietly in a corner of the Senbonmatsu Farm, surrounded by trees.
Lingering vestiges of the Meiji era can still be found in the building.

An intriguing space where Japanese and Western influences mix

Duke Matsukata's
Villa

Masayoshi Matsukata (duke and prime
minister) built a two-story wooden villa
on his Senbonmatsu Farm in 1903. The
first story is built with stone (or brick
with stone facing) and the second story
is a wooden structure with plank siding.
Still cared for by the Matsukata family,
the stylish building has been preserved
with its original appearance intact. The
building’s interior is not open to the
public, but we have special permission
to show it here.

A Front entrance: the entry
porch extends outward, covered
by a tiled roof.

A Living room: while the walls are the same color
as those in the kitchen, the relaxing colors of the
furnishings give the room a warm feel.
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" 4 Ceiling light relief: a delicate
~ relief reminiscent of a
snowflake. The designs vary
slightly from room to room.
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A The stairs to the second floor.
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